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IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
of the size.

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ мп 
miles from the Normandy coast. Jersey was historically part of Normandy, and in 
1066 William the Duke of Normandy invaded England at the Battle of Hastings to 
become King of England. For the following 133 years, the Kings of England were also 
the Dukes of Normandy.

In 1204 the Duke of Normandy lost Normandy to the King of France. Jersey became a 
disputed territory, but chose to remain loyal to the King of England (King John). King 
WƻƘƴ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
them into England.

As it was impractical to govern the Channel Islands remotely from London, successive 
kings issued Royal Charters that laid down how Jersey and Guernsey should govern 
themselves, largely autonomously. One of those charters (issued by Elizabeth 1) 
forbade Jersey from levying any taxes beyond what was needed for the public good. 
This has ensured that Jersey has low taxation and helped the formation of our finance 
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industry.

The Channel Islands remain loyal to the crown, and are part of the British Isles, but 
are not part of England or the UK. Since we are not part of the UK we are not part of 
the EU. We have no representation in the UK or EU parliaments.

Jersey sets its own laws and raises its own taxes.
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And this is what Jersey looks like. This image was taken by a NASA satellite.

Most of the island is farmland, home of the famous Jersey cow and the Jersey Royal 
potato.

The island is only 9 miles by 5, but has a population of 100,000 people, with the split 
of nationalitiesas follows: British - Jersey born 50%, British ςborn in the rest of the 
British Isles31%, Portuguese 7%, Polish 3%

The built up area is the town of St. Helier, the four square miles where a third of 
those people live ςǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŘŜƴǎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
also home to an international finance centre which manages £128bn of bank deposits 
and £228bn of funds.
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Jerseyis not subject to UK/EU VAT, but has its own equivalent (Goods and Services 
Tax) but it is only 5%.

The Jersey Financial Services Commission is the regulator, rather than the FCA
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Jerseyhas instigated an eGovernment programme which aims to improve the 
efficiency of our government, reducing costs and improving customer service.
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We areat the mid-ǿŀȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ΨŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ΨōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
which the users will benefit from but need not be conscious of.

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ΨŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
are interoperable and in line with our agreed direction.
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One of the main driversfor digital ID is to enable Jersey personal taxpayers to 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƴ ΨƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘŀȄ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлму ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ L5 ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ нлмтΦ

There are a range of other online services which are only possible if we have verified 
ǳǎŜǊǎΩ indentities.
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